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Ashfall	paleontologist	Michael	Voorhies.						Anchigyps	differs	from	the	local	turkey	vultures	of	today.		As	noted	by	the	authors	of	the	research:	“Characteristics	of	its	wing	bones	suggest	it	was	less	specialized	for	soaring	than	modern	vultures”…	and…“It	was	likely	an	opportunistic	predator	or	scavenger	having	a	grasping	foot	and	a	mandible	morphologically	similar	to	modern	carrion-feeding	birds…		The	strong	hind	toe	and	the	powerful	flexion	of	the	toes	are	suitable	for	catching	prey	or	killing	prey,	suggesting	that	Anchigyps	voorhiesi 	may	have	been	 in	part	 a	predatory	 bird,	but	 the	strong	symphysis	 and	the	relatively	narrow	ramus	of	the	mandible	reveal	it	to	be	a	carrion	feeder,	perhaps	using	its	grasping	feet	for	handling	food	items.	This	would	not	be	surprising	given	the	rich	species	diversity	of	the	megafauna	in	the	Late	Miocene	of	North	America	that	provided	an	 abundant	food	resource.“						Dr.	Feduccia	mentions	the	new	fossil	bird	appears	to	be	similar	in	morphology	to	
Gypohierax	the	Palm-nut	Vulture	of	central	and	southwest	Africa.		(Photo	at	right.)						Excerpts	from:	Zhang	Z,	Feduccia	A,	James	HF	(2012)	A	Late	Miocene	Accipitrid	(Aves:									Accipitriformes)	from	Nebraska	and	Its	Implications	for	the	Divergence	of	Old					World	Vultures.	PLoS	ONE	7(11):	e48842.	doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0048842		References:	Feduccia	A	(1996)	The	Origin	and	Evolution	of	Birds.		New	Haven	and	London:		Yale												University	Press.	Feduccia	A,	Voorhies	MR	(1989)	Miocene	hawk	converges	on	secretarybird.	Ibis						131:	349–354.	Feduccia	A,	Voorhies	MR		(1992)	Crowned	cranes	(Gruidae:	Balearica)	in	 the						Miocene	of	Nebraska.	Natural	History	Museum	of	Los	Angeles	County	Science	Series	36:	239–248.		Credits:	
Anchigyps	illustration	by	Mark	Marcuson	
Gypohierax	photo:		Shutterstock	_31400797	
																			Gypohierax,	the	palm-nut	vulture	of	Africa.	
